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TABLE 7

USEPA Criteria for Heavy Metals to Protect Aquatic Life and Human Health

Metal

Present
Detection Level

(mg/l)

Freshwater 
1-Hour Avg.

(Mg/l)

Saltwater
1-Hour Avg.

(Mg/l)
Human Health

(Mg/l)

*Cadmium 10 1.79 43

Chromium (VI) 10 16 110 5

*Copper 10 9.22 2.9 50

*Lead 50 33.78 140

Mercury 0.2 2.40 2.1 50

*Nickel 20 789 75 0.153

*Zinc 10 65 95 4584

* Freshwater Standards based on a hardness of 50 mg/l as CaCO3


