
TABLE 4-4  LABORATORY ORGANIC ANALYSIS DATA QUALIFIERS

Qualifiers other than those listed below may be required to properly define the results.  If used, they
are given an alphabetic designation not already specified in this table or in a project/program
document. such as a Quality Assurance Project Plan or a contract Statement of Work.   Each
additional qualifier is fully described in the Analytical Narrative section of the laboratory report.

U Indicates a target compound was analyzed for but not detected.  The sample Reporting Limit
(RL) is corrected for dilution and, if a soil sample, for percent moisture, if reported on a dry
weight basis.

J Indicates an estimated value.  This qualifier is used under the following circumstances:

1) when estimating a concentration for tentatively identified compounds (TICs) in GC/MS
analyses, where a 1:1 response is assumed,

2) when the mass spectral and retention time data indicate the presence of a compound that
meets the volatile and semivolatile GC/MS identification criteria, and the result is less than
the RL but greater than the method detection limit (MDL).

B This qualifier is used when the analyte is found in the associated method blank as well as in the
sample.  It indicates possible/probable blank contamination and warns the data user to take
appropriate action.  For GC/MS analyses, this qualifier is used for a TIC, as well as, for a
positively identified target compound.

E This qualifier identifies compounds whose concentrations exceed the calibration range of the
instrument for that specific analysis.

D When applied, this qualifier identifies all compound concentrations reported from a secondary
dilution analysis.

A This qualifier indicates that a TIC is a suspected aldol-condensation product.

N Indicates presumptive evidence of a compound.  This qualifier is only used for GC/MS TICs,
where the identification is based on a mass spectral library search.  For generic characterization
of a TIC, such as chlorinated hydrocarbon, the N qualifier is not used.

P When applied, this qualifier indicates a reported value from a GC analysis when there is greater
than 25% difference for detected concentrations between the two GC columns.


