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JOINT
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
69A HAGOOD AVENUE
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107
and

THE S.C. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL - -

Office of Environmental Quality Control
Water Quality Certification and Wetlands Programs Section
2600 Bull Street :
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

NOTE: THIS IS A CORPS OF ENGINEERS
CIVIL WORKS PROJECT

CESAW-TS-PE | June 2, 2006
Refer to: P/N # SAC-2006FP-001

Dredge Material Disposal Area Erosion Control
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway
Charleston County, South Carolina

The Charleston District, Corps of Engineers, Charleston, South Carolina,
proposes to perform the work described herein with due consideration and review given
to the relevant provisions of the following laws and others as applicable:

1.

2.

The Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251, et. seq.).

The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 15631, et. -
seq.).

 The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (U.S.C. 470, et. seq.) and the

Preservation of Historical Archeological Data Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 469, et.
seq.).

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, (42 U.S.C. 4321).

Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
seq.).

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 1801, et. seq.), Public Law 94-265.
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The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties of proposed
construction of erosion protection measures for a dredge material disposal area
(Disposal Area 1006/1027S W-C) along the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW). - -
The location of the proposed work is bounded on the northeast by Route 517 (Isle of
Palms Connector), to the southwest by an unnamed tributary to Swinton Creek, to the
northwest by saltmarsh, and to the southeast by the AIWW and the Isle of Palms (see
Figure 1).

In order to give all interested parties an opportunity to express their views
NOTICE

is hereby given that written statements regarding the proposed work will be received at
this office until

12 0’CLOCK NOON, MONDAY, JULY 3, 2006

from those interested in the acﬁvity and whose interests may be affected by the
proposed work.

PROJECT INFORMATION

Although used as an unconfined disposal area for many years, the above
referenced disposal site (1006/1027S W-C) dikes were originally constructed in the late
1960's. Progressive erosion along the waterway has resulted in loss of the outside
slopes of the containment dike, resulting in a retreat of the dike centerline away from the
waterway during periodic dike-raisings (which occurs approximately every 10 years) and
subsequent loss of disposal area acreage.

The dike is basically an earthen structure with drainpipes for de-watering of the
dredge material placed there. Reasonable assumptions indicate that the erosion will
continue as it has in the past and necessitate continuous maintenance until something
is done to attenuate the boat wakes causing the damage. Subsequently, it is concluded
that the dike is in jeopardy, over the long term, due to continued erosion of the dike
outside slope.

_ The current plan of protection is to install a rock sill (similar to a breakwater) in a
line parallel to and approximately 70 feet offshore of the toe of the dike slope. There
are two erosional areas at disposal area 1006/1027S W-C that will be protected by rock
sills (see Figure 2). The rock sills will use quarry-run granite rock and will be
constructed to an elevation of 7 feet above MLW, with a top width of 5 feet and front
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slope of 1V on 2.5H and a back slope of 1V on 1.5H (see example profile in Figure 3).
The southern rock sill will be approximately 1,130 feet in length and the northern rock
sill will be approximately 430 feet in length. The total footprint of the two sill segments
would be approximately 51,500 square feet and would protect approximately 1,560 feet
of dike.

Access to the construction site is by way of water only and challenges consist of
shallow water, boat wave wash, tidal currents and the usual safety issues with
placement of 10,000 cubic yards (15,000 tons) of rock. The effected area will consist of
the sill footprint of 51,500 square feet plus the distance between the sill and the toe of
slope, or another possible 83,000 square feet where sediments can accumulate
sufficient to allow the reestablishment and maintenance of the tidal marsh similar to that
which existed in the past; a total of 140,500 square feet. Following sill construction,
dredge material from the disposal area may be placed into this 89,000 square foot . .
space to provide a better substrate for marsh to regenerate in. '

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

This document serves as a public notice on behalf of the SCDHEC for water
quality certification. A certification is required from DHEC stating that the proposed
construction will be conducted in a manner consistent with the Clean Water Act. By this
notice, the Charleston District requests DHEC to issue that certification. Persons
wishing to comment on State Certification are invited to submit same in writing to
SCDHEC, 2600 Bull Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29201, within 30 days of the date
of this notice.

This project is consistent to the maximum extent practicable with the South
Carolina Coastal Zone Management Program. By this notice, the Charleston District
requests concurrence from the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental
Control (SCDHEC), Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) that
the proposed activity is consistent with the State’'s Coastal Zone Management Program.
Concurrence is conclusively presumed if no state action is received within 45 days of
receipt of this notice.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), this
public notice also constitutes a request to Indian Tribes to notify the District Engineer of
any historic properties of religious and cultural significance to them that may be affected
by the proposed undertaking. -

The Charleston District has consulted the latest published version of the National
Register of Historic Places for the presence or absence of registered properties, or
properties listed as being eligible for inclusion therein, and this work area is not included
as a registered property or property listed as being eligible for inclusion in the Register.
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This public notice, however, serves as a request to the State Historic Preservation
Office and the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology to review their
records and determine if there are additional properties that should be considered.

Section 7 Coordination has been initiated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Marine Fisheries Service regarding threatened and endangered
species. This public notice serves as a request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Marine Fisheries Service for any additional information they may have on
whether any listed or proposed endangered or threatened species or designated or
proposed critical habitat may be present in the area which would be affected by the
proposed activity, pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act or 1973 (as
amended). Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act have been initiated. Preliminary
findings, however, are that the improvement in estuarine substrates and emergent
wetlands could then be utilized by various life stages of species comprising the red
drum, shrimp, and snapper-grouper management complexes. Coordination with NMFS
is on-going.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this proposed project. Requests for a
public hearing shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.
These requests should be made to DHEC at the address listed above.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state,
and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received
will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to proceed with the
project. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, Tribal cultural
or religious effects, and other public interest factors listed above. Comments are also
used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

Questions or comments concerning this notice should be directed to Mr. Bob
Chappell or Mr. Alan Shirey at telephone numbers (843) 329-8162 or (843) 329-8166,
respectively.

hief, Planning Branch
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