JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
69A Hagood Avenue Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107
and
S.C. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Bureau of Water, Division of Water Quality Water Quality Certification and Wetlands
Section

2600 Bull Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29201
and
S.C. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Bureau of Coastal Management
1362 McMillan Avenue, Suite 400, North Charleston, South Carolina 29405
NOTE: THIS IS A U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS CIVIL
WORKS PROJECT

Planning and Environmental Branch 12 JUN 2026
Refer to: P/N # SAC-CW-2026-001

Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Navigation Project

Horry, Georgetown, Charleston, Colleton, and Beaufort
Counties, SC

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Charleston District proposes to perform the
work described herein. This notice is to advise all interested parties of proposed ongoing
maintenance dredging of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW) and the establishment
of new beneficial use placement sites for the dredged material.

In order to give all interested parties an opportunity to express their views
NOTICE

is hereby given that written statements regarding the proposed work will be received
until

30 Days from the Date of this Notice

from those interested in the activity and whose interests may be affected by the
proposed work.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The proposed project involves continued, ongoing maintenance dredging of the AIWW
Federal Navigation Project. The AIWW project was authorized by the River and Harbor
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Acts of 1881 through 1945 and provides for a 212-mile channel (12 feet deep and 90
feet wide). Maintenance dredging is performed by hydraulic cutterhead dredge.

Historically, dredged material has been placed in 90 existing upland Dredged Material
Management Areas (DMMAs), two in-water disposal areas, and at beneficial use (BU)
sites on Sullivan’s Island and Isle of Palms.

The Proposed Action supplements the existing O&M plan by establishing a framework
for the BU of dredged material at the following new locations (see Figure 1) for periodic
maintenance intervals of approximately 2-5 years:

1. North Santee Bar Bird Island (NSBBI) (Figure 2):

Material: A portion of up to 337,000 cy of mixed sand and silt material
(average >70% sand) available from the Santee Delta shoals.

Existing Conditions: The site is a dynamic, high-energy intertidal shoal
system with a mean elevation near Mean Sea Level (-0.07 ft NAVD88).

Proposed Action: The initial placement will target the creation of 16 acres
of emergent sandbar habitat to a target elevation of +6.0 ft NAVD88. All
work will occur within a 106-acre programmatic area of consideration.

2. Cedar Island (Figure 2):

Proposed Action: No initial placement is proposed. Programmatic
authorization is requested for potential future placement within a 173-acre
area.

Future Scenario: A potential future placement event could utilize the fine-
grained portion (approx. 100,000 cy) of material from the Santee Delta
shoals to impact up to 65 acres to elevate the existing marsh (mean
elevation +2.30 ft NAVD88). Any future action is contingent upon the
completion of cultural resource surveys.

3. Marsh Island (Figure 3):

Material: Up to 180,000 cy of mixed silty material (66-98% silt and clay)
from the Graham Creek shoal.

Existing Conditions: The site consists of unvegetated mudflats and
subsided low marsh with a mean elevation of -0.24 ft NAVD88.

Proposed Action: The placement will target raising unvegetated mudflats
to low marsh elevations (+0.7’ to +3.5° NAVD88) and existing low marsh to
high marsh elevations (+4.1’ to +6.0’ NAVD88). The impact footprint for a



single event could range from 37 to 112 acres. The total programmatic
area of consideration is 369 acres.

4. South Edisto Bird Island (SEBI) (Figure 4):

e Material: Up to 21,000 cy of mixed sandy material (48-69% sand) from the
Fenwick Cut shoal.

e Existing Conditions: The site is an existing intertidal shoal with a mean
elevation of -1.85 ft NAVD88 (corresponding to MLLW).

e Proposed Action: The action will create 1-2 acres of emergent island
habitat to a target elevation of +6.0 ft NAVD88 within a 31-acre
programmatic area of consideration.

The final placement method and thicknesses being evaluated in coordination with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources (SCDNR). No artificial containment structures will be used. Instead, the
project relies on natural features (e.g., existing marsh vegetation, beach berms) and
adaptive placement techniques.

A mandatory Time-of-Year Restriction will prohibit placement from March 15 to October
15 at the Marsh Island site, and at the North Santee Bar and South Edisto Bird Island
sites once bird nesting is established, unless otherwise authorized by USFWS and
SCDNR. A comprehensive Monitoring and Adaptive Management (M&AM) Plan will be
implemented to track project success and ensure environmental compliance. Where BU
placement is not feasible, material will be placed in existing upland DMMAs or other
authorized placement options.

In accordance with standard management practices, the sediment from the AIWW
shoals designated for beneficial use was recently tested for potential contaminants. The
physical and chemical analysis, completed in 2023, confirmed that the material is clean
and suitable for unconfined placement in the proposed aquatic environments and is
expected to not cause or contribute to significant degradation of water quality.
Therefore, in accordance with the Clean Water Act Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines, the
discharge of this material is not expected to cause or contribute to significant
degradation of the waters of the U.S.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

This document serves as a public notice on behalf of the South Carolina Department of
Environmental Services (SCDES) Bureau of Water (BOW) for a Section 401 Water
Quality Certification and the Bureau of Coastal Management (BCM) for Coastal Zone
Consistency. Comments will be received by BOW (by email: logan.ress@des.sc.gov)
and BCM (by email: anna.bisig@des.sc.gov) up to 30 days from the date of publication.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Charleston District is
preparing a draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) for this project. When



completed, the draft SEA will be available for review and public comment online at:
https://www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/NEPA-Documents/.

Under NEPA regulations, USACE is the lead agency, while the USFWS is a cooperating
agency. Since parts of the project occur within Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge,
the USFWS will make the final decision on actions affecting refuge lands after
completing the NEPA review, at which point the Service will issue a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) if appropriate.

During project planning, the USFWS will ensure the proposed actions do not interfere
with or detract from refuge purposes and will explain how the project supports both
refuge purposes and the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System. The USFWS
will also provide an opportunity for public review and comment.

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act (ESA), USACE is initiating consultation with
USFWS and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). While some project
components may be covered under existing programmatic agreements (e.g., the 2020
NMFS South Atlantic Regional Biological Opinion), Individual Consultation will be
conducted for specific actions such as placement of fine-grained material and work in
designated critical habitats. The effects determination for all listed species will be fully
analyzed in the forthcoming SEA and consultation documents.

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the
Charleston District has initiated consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) and relevant Tribal Historic Preservation Offices for the newly proposed
placement areas. Cultural resource surveys will be conducted as necessary to identify
any historic properties within the Areas of Potential Effect. If such properties are
identified, USACE will continue consultation to assess the undertaking's effects on them
and resolve any adverse effects.

Pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, an
Individual Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Assessment is being prepared to address the
specific impacts of the newly proposed placement areas and will be submitted to NMFS.

Pursuant to the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA), USACE is actively
coordinating with the USFWS, NMFS, and SCDNR to ensure fish and wildlife resources
receive equal consideration during project planning.

Pursuant to the National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act, USACE is
coordinating closely with the USFWS regarding placement activities within the
boundaries of the Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge.

Pursuant to the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA), the placement areas are
located within Otherwise Protected Areas (OPAs) or are outside the Coastal Barrier
Resource Systems. The proposed habitat enhancement and resilience activities are
consistent with the conservation purposes for which these OPAs are managed.

SUBMISSION OF COMMENTS

USACE is soliciting comments from the public and all interested parties. Any person
may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public
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https://www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/NEPA-Documents/

hearing be held to consider this proposed project. Requests for a public hearing shall
state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing and be submitted to
SCDES at the addresses listed above.

Questions or comments concerning this notice should be directed to Mr. Niko Brown by
email at niko.r.orown@usace.army.mil.

Walker Wesaer

Walker Messer
Chief, Planning and Environmental Branch

Enclosure


mailto:niko.r.brown@usace.army.mil
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Figure 2 AIWW Shoals and North Santee Placement Areas
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Figure 3 AIWW Shoals and Marsh Island Placement Area
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