
 

 
   

 
 

     
  

   

  

 
    

     
    

 
   

   
     

    
   

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

  

  
 

  
 

  

  
  

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHARLESTON DISTRICT 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON SC 29403 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
LODGE HALL REACH TRANSMISSION MAIN 

ORANGEBURG COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

March 2026 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE), has prepared an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lodge Hall Transmission Main Project (Project) 
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended. 
The EA evaluates alternatives for construction of an extension to an existing potable 
water transmission main near the Town of Vance. The provision of design and 
construction assistance for the non-Federal project for Lakes Marion and Moultrie, 
South Carolina was authorized by Section 219(f)(25) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1992, Public Law 102-580, as amended. 

The EA, incorporated herein by reference, evaluated the Proposed Action Alternative 

of air quality is expected during construction; however, these impacts would be 

with a No Action Alternative as a baseline. Several other alternatives, including 
providing water service from nearby systems and constructing additional wells were 
also considered. The Proposed Action Alternative would be conducted in one phase 
extending the water transmission main to forested and agricultural communities around 
Pineland St, Rockhill Rd, Hilliard Blvd, and Lodge Hall St. This would involve 
construction of approximately 23,900 feet (4.5 miles) of water transmission lines. 

Summary of Potential Effects 

Cost-effectiveness, engineering feasibility, and the ability of an alternative to meet the 
purpose and need of the project were key factors in the identification of alternatives 
herein. Only the Proposed Action Alternative was found to meet the criteria outlined 
above. A summary assessment of the potential effects of the Proposed Action 
Alternative are below: 

• Air Quality and Noise – A short term increase in noise and temporary reduction 

temporary and limited to the immediate areas of project construction. No 
meaningful contribution to regional greenhouse gas emissions is expected. 

• Biological Resources – The action would have small but insignificant impacts 
on some biological communities due to clearing of vegetation and disturbance to 
soils for construction and maintenance of the transmission mains. Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) would be implemented to ensure the clearing 
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process would have no impact outside the construction easements. The project 
is expected to have no effect on pondberry. The project may affect, but is not 
likely to adversely affect, the red-cockaded woodpecker. Implementation of 
seasonal tree clearing restrictions would avoid and minimize potential pathways 
of impact. 

• Cultural Resources – No adverse effects on cultural resources are expected as 
a result of implementing the proposed project. Cultural resource and 
archaeological surveys may identify submerged or otherwise unknown resources 
of cultural significance. All recommendations and/or requests from the South 
Carolina State Historic Preservation Office and Tribes will be considered prior to 
project construction. 

• Water Resources – Construction of the waterline would involve the use of jack-
and-bore and horizontal directional drilling methods to install pipeline. This is 
expected to result in no impacts to wetlands or streams. The installation and use 
of the water transmission mains would not affect water quality, water 
temperature, or other parameters during the installation phase or while in use. 

A draft EA and FONSI were distributed for a 30-day

individual or cumulative effects to environmental resources or human health and does 
not represent either a substantial change to the project relevant to environmental 
concerns or present significant new circumstances or information relevant to 
environmental concerns, the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
warranted, and the issuance of a FONSI is appropriate. The EA for the proposed action 
can be downloaded from the internet (in PDF format) at 
https://www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/NEPA-Documents/. 

 comment and review period on 
[date]. The final EA addresses comments received during this review period. Since 
USACE has determined that the proposed action would not result in significant adverse 
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National Environmental Policy Act Certification
I certify that I have considered the factors mandated by NEPA; that the environmental 
assessment represents the Corps' good-faith effort to prioritize documentation of the 
most important considerations required by the NEPA statute within the congressionally 
mandated page limits; that this prioritization reflects my expert judgment; and that any 
considerations addressed briefly or left unaddressed were, in my judgment, 
comparatively not of a substantive nature that meaningfully informed the consideration 
of environmental effects and the resulting decision on how to proceed.  I further certify 
that the resulting environmental assessment represents the Corps' good-faith effort to 
fulfill NEPA's requirements within the Congressional timeline; that such effort is 
substantially complete; that, in my expert opinion, I have thoroughly considered the 
factors mandated by NEPA; and that, in my judgment, the analysis contained in this 
environmental assessment is adequate to inform and reasonably explain my final 
decision regarding the proposed Federal activity. 

Date_________________ Todd A. Mainwaring, PE, PMP 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army 
Commander and District Engineer 
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