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April 2026

The purpose of this Supplemental Information Report (SIR) is to document the
continued validity of the June 2023 Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Murrells Inlet, South Carolina Maintenance Dredging of the Federal Navigation
Channel (USACE, 2023). This SIR was prepared in accordance with Part 3.6 of the
Department of Defense (DOD) National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Implementing Procedures. It confirms that no substantial project changes have
occurred and no new circumstances or information have arisen that would trigger the
need for supplementation under NEPA.

BACKGROUND

The Murrells Inlet Federal Navigation Project was originally authorized and
constructed in the 1970s. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) prepared an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project in 1976 which evaluated
impacts associated with initial construction and subsequent Operations and
Maintenance (O&M), including maintenance dredging on an approximate 3-year
cycle (USACE, 1976). Since then, an Environmental Assessment (EA) and several
SEAs have been completed to address ongoing O&M activities (USACE, 2001;
USACE, 2016; USACE, 2023).

PROJECT UPDATES AND SEDIMENT QUALITY ANALYSIS

The 2023 SEA included a commitment to conduct grain size testing of the shoals
prior to each maintenance event. A review of historical grain size distribution (GSD)
data from 2016 and post-placement data from 2023 demonstrates a consistent and
high-quality source of beach-compatible sand. Based on this record, the Charleston
District has determined that routine pre-dredge testing is not warranted as this
consistency does not constitute significant new information bearing on environmental
impacts. This determination supersedes the commitment made in the 2023 SEA.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT OF 1973

The 2023 SEA finalized consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) through a Biological Opinion (BO) from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and compliance with the 2020 South Atlantic Regional Biological Opinion
(SARBO).



In accordance with 50 CFR § 402.16, which contains four distinct triggers for re-
initiation, including if a new species is listed or critical habitat is designated that may
be affected by the action, or if the identified action is subsequently modified in a
manner that causes an effect to the listed species or critical habitat that was not
considered. The USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system
was reviewed on February 24, 2026, and the NOAA Fisheries Southeast Region
website was also reviewed on the same date.

This review confirmed that no new species have been listed, nor has new critical
habitat been designated in the project area since the 2023 BO was issued.
Furthermore, USACE has evaluated the minor modification to the proposed action
(dropping the sediment testing) and determined it does not cause an effect to listed
species (e.g., nesting sea turtles) that was not already considered in the 2023
BO/SARBO.

Furthermore, coordination with the USFWS in January 2026 confirmed the existing
BO’s analysis included the beneficial placement of material on Huntington Beach
State Park. The Charleston District will continue to adhere to all terms and conditions
of the existing BO and SARBO and will re-initiate consultation if any of the conditions
under 50 CFR § 402.16 are triggered in the future.

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT (NHPA) OF 1966

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) was addressed in the
2023 SEA, concluding with a determination of "no adverse effect." A review of the
South Carolina ArchSite database on February 24, 2026, identified no new historic
properties within the Area of Potential Effect (APE). To ensure continued compliance,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) initiated outreach on March 6, 2026, to
the South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and all consulting
Tribal Nations, notifying them of ongoing O&M and inquiring if any new information or
concerns had arisen.

Responses were received from the SHPO, the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of
Oklahoma, and the Shawnee Tribe. All respondents indicated they had no new
concerns and concurred that the previous determination remains valid, provided the
project scope remains substantially the same and all previously agreed-upon
protective measures are implemented. These measures include maintaining a 50-foot
avoidance buffer around a known magnetic anomaly and halting work for immediate
re-consultation should any unanticipated cultural materials be discovered.

The 30-day regulatory review period mandated by 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4) concluded
on April 5, 2026. Therefore, consulting parties who did not respond within this
timeframe are presumed to have no objection to the continued validity of the prior
determination.

As the project scope is substantially the same and this outreach confirmed no new
concerns, the prior Section 106 consultation remains valid.
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CLEAN WATER ACT

Compliance with Sections 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act was documented in
the 2023 SEA. The project operates under a Water Quality Certification issued on
April 18, 2017, by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental
Control (SCDHEC), the predecessor to the current South Carolina Department of
Environmental Services (SCDES). Federal regulations at 40 CFR § 121.2 require a
new WQC if a new federal permit is sought or if the activity itself changes. The
ongoing Operations and Maintenance (O&M) activities are substantially the same as
the original scope for which the certification was granted.

A review of state regulations (S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 61-68 and 61-69) and SCDES'
triennial review process confirms that no changes to state water quality standards
have occurred that would automatically invalidate the existing certification. The 2017
WQC remains valid. USACE has determined that the O&M activities comply with the
terms of this WQC. While USACE contacted SCDES on February 24, 2026, as a
courtesy notification, USACE relies on the active permit status and its own
compliance determination, rather than the state’s lack of response, to justify
continued validity.

The Section 404(b)(1) evaluation completed for the 2023 SEA also remains valid as
the nature of the discharge has not changed.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT

The project operates under a Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) consistency
determination, which was re-affirmed by the South Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control (SCDHEC), the predecessor to the current South Carolina
Department of Environmental Services (SCDES), on July 13, 2022.

Federal regulations at 15 CFR § 930.46 require supplemental coordination if an
activity affects a coastal resource in a "substantially different" way due to project
changes or significant new information. Under 15 CFR § 930.46(a), the burden is on
the Federal agency to determine if a modification to an activity causes substantially
different coastal effects. USACE has determined that dropping routine pre-dredge
sediment testing does not cause substantially different coastal effects, rendering
supplemental coordination unnecessary. As confirmed elsewhere in this SIR, internal
reviews have identified no new coastal resources or substantial changes to the
project scope that would trigger this requirement. USACE contacted SCDES on
February 24, 2026, to provide a courtesy notification, but relies on its own affirmative
determination rather than the states’ lack of response to justify compliance.
Therefore, as none of the conditions requiring supplemental coordination have been
met, the existing consistency determination remains valid for ongoing O&M activities.

COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES ACT OF 1982



The project’s location within the Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) Unit SC-
03 was fully analyzed in the 2023 SEA. The project continues to qualify for the CBRA
exemption for the maintenance of existing Federal navigation channels (16 U.S.C. §
3505(a)(2)).

Pursuant to its authority under 16 U.S.C. § 3503(c), USFWS is required to conduct a
5-year review of CBRS maps to account for changes due to natural forces. A review
of the most recent 5-year review cycle, which concluded with a Federal Register
notice on December 19, 2024, confirmed that this review pertained to units in other
states and did not include any CBRS units in South Carolina. Therefore, no
administrative modifications have been made to the boundaries of Unit SC-03 as a
result of this review cycle. As the project scope remains unchanged and the unit
boundaries are unmodified, the findings of the 2023 SEA regarding CBRA
compliance remain valid.

MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT
Pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(MSA), all future Operations and Maintenance (O&M) activities will adhere to the
procedures established in the Programmatic Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
Consultation for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Activities and Projects
Regularly Undertaken in South Carolina (March 3, 2023).

In accordance with 50 CFR § 600.920(1), which requires re-initiation of EFH
consultation if new information affecting the analysis of impacts becomes available, a
comprehensive review was conducted on February 24, 2026. This review included:

1. A query of the project's Area of Potential Effect using the official National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries EFH Mapper tool.
This query confirmed that no new EFH or Habitat Areas of Particular Concern
(HAPCs) have been designated within the project area since the 2023 SEA
was completed.

2. Areview of amendments to the Fishery Management Plans (FMPs) for all
relevant management councils with jurisdiction in the project area.

e South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC): Several recent
amendments to the Snapper-Grouper FMP were noted (including
Amendments 45, 49, 51-53, and 59). These amendments pertain to
fisheries management actions such as catch levels, allocations, and
rebuilding plans. They do not change the physical location or definition of
EFH for the Snapper-Grouper complex and are therefore not relevant to
the analysis of the project's physical impacts.

e NOAA Fisheries (Secretarial Management): A review of the Consolidated
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species (HMS) FMP found no amendments since
June 2023 that would affect the analysis.
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e Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC): A review of the
Bluefish and Summer Flounder FMPs found no amendments since June
2023 that would affect the analysis.

As this review did not identify any new information that would alter the analysis of the
project's physical impacts on EFH as described in the 2023 SEA, re-initiation of
consultation is not warranted. For each future maintenance cycle, USACE will submit
a completed EFH Verification Form to the NMFS Habitat Conservation Division
(HCD) for its 15-day review, as stipulated in the programmatic agreement.

SUMMARY OF DECISION

USACE previously described the affected environment and evaluated environmental
effects associated with the Murrells Inlet project, most recently in the 2023 SEA. The
ongoing O&M of the channel is consistent with the activities described in previous
NEPA documents. Supplementation of the 2023 SEA is not required per Part 3.6 of
the DOD NEPA Implementing Procedures because substantial changes to the
proposed action have not occurred, nor do the changes or new information detailed
in this SIR have a significant bearing on the findings of the 2023 SEA.
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