
SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 

 
   Published: June 9, 2026 

     Expires: June 24, 2026 
 
Charleston District            
Section 408 Request Identification Number: 408-SAC-2026-0004    

 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Charleston District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) has received an application for a Section 408 permission pursuant 
to Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, as amended, codified at 33 U.S.C. 
408 (“Section 408”).  The purpose of this public notice is to solicit comments from the 
public regarding the work described below: 
 
Applicant:    Christy Holder, Chief Executive Officer 

Grand Strand Water and Sewer Authority (GSW&SA) 
P.O. Box 2368 
Conway, SC 29528 

 
Agent: Brandon Stutts 

Stutts Environmental & Wildlife Services, LLC 
 213 Rocky Point Drive 
 Columbia, SC 29212 

 
Overview: The GSW&SA is proposing to construct a wastewater treatment plant 
expansion to include a new 20" ductile iron (D.I.) force main (FM) in or near Conway, 
Horry County, SC.  The proposed action would discharge into the Waccamaw River, 
which provides a channel to Conway and a channel to Red Bluff; thereby, 
creating a cleared channel to Lake Waccamaw.  As the proposed action would consist 
of work within the Waccamaw River Navigation Project, which is a USACE Civil Works 
project, a Section 408 review is required to determine the impact(s) of the proposed 
action to the waterway.  The public is invited to provide comments on this review at the 
addresses listed at the end of this notice no later than June 24, 2026. 
 
Requester’s Proposed Action: GSW&SA is proposing to install a 20-inch FM three 
feet from the edge of pavement along Jackson Bluff Road.  An upland directional drill 
would start approximately 125 linear feet (LF) from the ordinary highwater mark of the 
Waccamaw River where the 20-inch D.I. pipe would be reduced to an 18-inch HDPE 
pipe.  The FM would exit approximately 10 feet below the water surface and would 



follow the bank contour for 27 LF until it reaches the bottom at approximately 25 feet in 
depth.  The 18-inch pipe would be anchored to the bottom using concrete weights every 
10 feet. 
 
Project Location: The proposed project is located at, near, or in the vicinity of the 
Waccamaw River in Horry County, SC (Lat: 33.7804482; Long: -79.0405798). 
 
Section 408 Authority: The authority to grant permission for temporary or permanent 
use, occupation, or alteration of any USACE civil works project is contained in Section 
14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, as amended, codified at 33 U.S.C. 408 
(“Section 408”).  Section 408 authorizes the Secretary of the Army, on the 
recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, to grant permission for the alteration or 
occupation or use of a USACE project if the Secretary determines that the activity would 
not be injurious to the public interest and would not impair the usefulness of the project. 
The Secretary of Army’s authority under Section 408 has been delegated to the USACE 
Chief of Engineers and further delegated to the USACE Directorate of Civil Works and 
Division and District Commanders, depending upon the nature of the activity.  The 
impact of the proposed action on the federally authorized Waccamaw River Navigation 
Project is the subject of this Section 408 review. 
 
Limits of Section 408 Authority: A requester has the responsibility to acquire all other 
permissions or authorizations required by federal, state, and local laws or regulations, 
including any required permits from the USACE Regulatory Program (e.g., Section 10 of 
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act). Approval 
under Section 408 does not grant property rights, exclusive privileges, or authorization 
to injure the property or rights of others.  The proposed action is also under review by 
the Charleston District Regulatory Division for authorization under a Nationwide Permit 
7 Outfall Structures and Associated Intake Structures (2026). 
 
Evaluation Factors: The decision whether to grant the requested permission for 
project alteration under Section 408 will be based on several factors.  The benefit which 
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its 
reasonably foreseeable detriments.  Review of requests for alteration will be reviewed 
by a USACE technical review team considering the following factors: 
 

A)  Impair the Usefulness of the Project Determination. The review team would 
determine if the proposed alteration would limit the ability of the USACE project 
to function as authorized, or would compromise or change any authorized project 
conditions, purposes or outputs.  For an alteration to be approved, the requester 
must demonstrate that the alteration does not impair the usefulness of the 
federally authorized project. 

B)  Injurious to the Public Interest Determination. Proposed alterations would be 
reviewed to determine the probable impacts, including cumulative impacts, on 
the public interest.   Factors that may be relevant to the public interest evaluation 
depend upon the type of USACE project being altered and the nature of the 



proposed alteration and may include, but are not limited to, conservation, 
economic development, historic properties, cultural resources, environmental 
impacts, water supply, water quality, flood hazards, floodplains, residual risk, 
induced damages, navigation, shore erosion or accretion, and recreation.  This 
evaluation would consider information received from the interested parties, 
including tribes, agencies, and the public.  The benefits that reasonably may be 
expected to accrue from the proposal must be compared against its reasonably 
foreseeable detriments.  The decision whether to approve an alteration would be 
determined by the consideration of whether benefits are commensurate with risks 
and by the net impact of the alteration on the public interest using the public 
interest factors. 

 
C)  Environmental Compliance. A decision on a Section 408 request is a federal 

action, and therefore subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and other environmental compliance requirements.  While USACE is responsible 
for ensuring environmental compliance, the requester is responsible for providing 
all information that the Charleston District identifies as necessary to satisfy all 
applicable federal laws, executive orders, regulations, policies, and procedures. 
NEPA and other analysis completed to comply with other environmental statutes 
(e.g. Endangered Species Act) should be commensurate with the scale and 
potential effects of the activity that would alter the USACE project.  The 
Charleston District will work with the requester to determine the requirements, 
which will be scaled for the likely impacts of the proposed alteration and should 
convey the relevant considerations and impacts in a concise and effective 
manner. 

 
Public Involvement: The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments from the public; 
federal, state, and local agencies and officials; tribes; and other interested parties, 
regarding the proposed outfall structure as it is a proposed alteration to the federally 
authorized Waccamaw River Navigation Project.  Comments received within fifteen (15) 
days of this notice’s publication will be considered in the evaluation of potential impacts 
of the proposed action on important resources and in determining whether the proposed 
alteration would be injurious to the public interest and/or would impair the usefulness of 
the authorized project. 
 
Comment Submittal: Comments, referencing identification number (408-SAC- 2026-
0004), must be submitted via email to SAC-408-Submittals@usace.army.mil or mailed 
and postmarked, by the last day of the public notice period to 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District  
ATTN: Section 408 Coordinator 

69A Hagood Ave, Charleston, SC 29403 

mailto:SAC-408-Submittals@usace.army.mil
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