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PROPOSED WETLAND MITIGATION TABLE
Factors
Options
Net Improvement
Net Improvement (NI) is an evaluation of the net level of functional enhancement or restoration to an aquatic site associated with a proposed mitigation action.  This factor is evaluated using a sliding scale, with values ranging from 0.1 for low-level enhancement to 3.0 for excellent restoration.  Examples of low NI include: wildlife habitat enhancement (prescribed burning, water control manipulation), invasive species management, and erosion and sediment control.Examples of moderate NI include: planting cleared wetlands to speed succession and increase species diversity, hydrological enhancement (breaching causeways or dikes, increasing the number and/or size of culverts in causeways, plugging ditches in impaired wetlands.  Examples of high NI include: fill removal, restoration of native wetland plant communities in converted wetlands, and hydrological restoration (complete causeway or dike removal, plugging and/or removal of ditches in effectively drained wetlands, restoration of braided creek system and natural sheet flows).
0.0**    <-----  to  ----->    3.0 (see Section 3.0 for examples of potential values)
Net Improvement (NI) is an evaluation of the net level of functional enhancement or restoration to an aquatic site associated with a proposed mitigation action.  This factor is evaluated using a sliding scale, with values ranging from 0.1 for low-level enhancement to 3.0 for excellent restoration.  Examples of low NI include: wildlife habitat enhancement (prescribed burning, water control manipulation), invasive species management, and erosion and sediment control.Examples of moderate NI include: planting cleared wetlands to speed succession and increase species diversity, hydrological enhancement (breaching causeways or dikes, increasing the number and/or size of culverts in causeways, plugging ditches in impaired wetlands.  Examples of high NI include: fill removal, restoration of native wetland plant communities in converted wetlands, and hydrological restoration (complete causeway or dike removal, plugging and/or removal of ditches in effectively drained wetlands, restoration of braided creek system and natural sheet flows).
Upland Buffer
Upland Buffers  help maintain the physical, chemical, and biological integrity of the adjacent aquatic resources.  Upland buffers also avoid and minimize potential secondary and cumulative adverse impacts to proposed mitigation sites associated with the future development of the project site and/or surrounding properties.  Upland buffers are considered part of the proposed mitigation activity.  If an aquatic resource is being restored or enhanced, the upland buffer counts toward the total restoration or enhancement mitigation credits.  If an aquatic resource is being preserved, the upland buffer counts toward the total preservation mitigation credits.
0.0     <-----  to  ----->     1.0 (see Section 3.0 for examples of potential values)
Upland Buffers  help maintain the physical, chemical, and biological integrity of the adjacent aquatic resources.  Upland buffers also avoid and minimize potential secondary and cumulative adverse impacts to proposed mitigation sites associated with the future development of the project site and/or surrounding properties.  Upland buffers are considered part of the proposed mitigation activity.  If an aquatic resource is being restored or enhanced, the upland buffer counts toward the total restoration or enhancement mitigation credits.  If an aquatic resource is being preserved, the upland buffer counts toward the total preservation mitigation credits.
Credit Schedule
Credit Schedule is a factor that recognizes both the timing and the likelihood of the successful implementation of a proposed mitigation plan.  Compensatory mitigation plans should typically be implemented in advance of or concurrent with the activity causing the authorized impacts to the maximum extent practicable.
Not Applicable 0**
Not applicable refers to when the proposed mitigation plan is reviewed and approved after the adverse impacts occur.  For example, an after-the-fact compensatory mitigation plan that is developed to resolve an enforcement action.
After 0.1
 After refers to when the majority (>50%) of the mitigation activities (land clearing, vegetative plantings, hydrologic improvements, site protection, etc.) are not scheduled to occur until after the adverse impacts.    The proposed mitigation plan is approved prior to the adverse impacts.      
Concurrent 0.3
Concurrent refers to when the majority (>50%) of the mitigation activities (land clearing, vegetative plantings, hydrologic improvements, etc.) are conducted at the same time as the adverse impacts.
Before 0.5
Before refers to when the compensatory mitigation is provided by purchasing released credits from an approved Mitigation Bank or In-Lieu Fee Program.  For permittee-responsible mitigation plans, the compensatory mitigation activities (land clearing, vegetative plantings, hydrologic improvements, etc.) are completed before the adverse impacts occur.
Temporal Loss
Temporal Loss is the time lag between the loss of aquatic resource functions associated with permit activities and the replacement of those functions through restoration or enhancement of aquatic resources at the mitigation site. 
Not Applicable 0**
Temporal Loss is the time lag between the loss of aquatic resource functions associated with permit activities and the replacement of those functions through restoration or enhancement of aquatic resources at the mitigation site. 
0 to 5 Years - 0.1
Temporal Loss is the time lag between the loss of aquatic resource functions associated with permit activities and the replacement of those functions through restoration or enhancement of aquatic resources at the mitigation site. 
5 to 10 Years - 0.2
Temporal Loss is the time lag between the loss of aquatic resource functions associated with permit activities and the replacement of those functions through restoration or enhancement of aquatic resources at the mitigation site. 
10 to 20 Years - 0.3
Temporal Loss is the time lag between the loss of aquatic resource functions associated with permit activities and the replacement of those functions through restoration or enhancement of aquatic resources at the mitigation site. 
Over 20 Years - 0.4
Temporal Loss is the time lag between the loss of aquatic resource functions associated with permit activities and the replacement of those functions through restoration or enhancement of aquatic resources at the mitigation site. 
Kind
Kind is a factor used to compare the functions and services of an impacted aquatic resource with the functions and services of a potential mitigation site.  Permit applicants should use the Cowardin system (Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States) or a similar assessment method to identify the aquatic resource type of each area that will be adversely impacted by the proposed project and each area that will be restored, enhanced, or protected by the proposed mitigation plan.  This information should be used to support your determination regarding Kind.
Out of Kind 0
Out of Kind means a resource of a different structural and functional type from the impacted resource.
In Kind 0.4
In Kind means a resource of a similar structural and functional type to the impacted resource.
Location
Location is a factor used to compare the location of the impacted aquatic resource and the potential mitigation site.  Mitigation sites should be located within the same Level III eco-region (coastal plain, sandhills, piedmont, or mountain), the same major drainage basin, and the same 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) as the impacted aquatic resource.  Mitigation sites that are not located within the same eco-region will generally not be acceptable.  
Case by Case 0
Case by case exceptions means outside the same eco-region and/or major drainage basin as the impacted aquatic resource, and must be approved by the Division Chief.   
Drainage Basin 0.1
Drainage Basin means within the same eco-region and major drainage basin as the impacted aquatic resource.
Adjacent 8-Digit HUC 0.2
Adjacent 8-Digit HUC means within the same eco-region and in an 8-digit HUC that is adjacent to the 8-Digit HUC where the project impacts will occur. 
8-Digit HUC 0.4
8-Digit HUC means within the same eco-region and 8-digit HUC as the impacted aquatic resource.
** Use this option to calculate credit for Preservation
PROPOSED WETLAND MITIGATION CREDIT WORKSHEET
Complete Proposed Mitigation Credit Worksheet for all Permittee-Responsible Mitigation.  This worksheet does not need to be completed if purchasing credits from a mitigation bank.
Factor
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4
Area 5
Net Improvement
Select appropriate Net Improvement value as described above ( 0.0 - 3.0 )
Upland Buffer
Enter the value for each area based on the Final Upland Buffer Value obtained from the Upland Buffer Value Worksheet.
Credit Schedule
Select appropriate Credit Schedule as described above 0, 0.1, 0.3, or 0.5
Temporal Loss
Select the appropriate Temporal Loss as described above 0, -0.1, -0.2, -0.3, or -0.4
Kind
Select either In Kind 0 or Out of Kind 0.4 as described above
Location
Select the appropriate Location as described above 0, 0.1, 0.2, or 0.4
Sum of Factors
Sum of factors for each area.
Mitigation Area
Enter mitigation area (acres)
M x A =
Mitigation Area (Acres) multiplied by the Sum of Factors.. Calculated on a per area basis.
       TIP:  Leave cursor over each factor or option below to pop-up helpful information or definitions.
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