
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

J O I N T 
P U B L I C N O T I C E 

CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
69 A HAGOOD AVENUE 

CHARLESTON SC 29403-5107 

and 
THE S.C. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

Water Quality Certification and Wetlands Section
2600 Bull Street 

Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

REGULATORY DIVISION 
Refer to: SAC-2023-00211 August 29, 2024 

Pursuant to Sections 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1341), an application 
has been submitted to the Department of the Army and the South Carolina Department of 
Environmental Services by 

Mr. Ryan Wehmann
Quality Technology Services, LLC 

12851 Foster Street 
Overland Park, Kansas 66213 

C/O Mr. Chris Tinklenberg 
Kimley-Horn 

580 Kingsley Park Drive, Suite 125 
Fort Mill, South Carolina 29715 

for a permit to construct a data center campus in 

unnamed tributaries to Little Allison Creek 

located southwest of the intersection of Campbell Road and Handsmill Highway, in York 
County, South Carolina (Latitude: 35.0343 °, Longitude: -81.1104 °), Lake Wylie Quad. 

In order to give all interested parties an opportunity to express their views 

N O T I C E 

is hereby given that written statements regarding the proposed work will be received by 
the Corps until 
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15 Days from the Date of this Notice, 

and SCDES will receive written statements regarding the proposed work until 

30 Days from the Date of this Notice 

from those interested in the activity and whose interests may be affected by the 
proposed work. 

NOTE: This public notice and associated plans are available on the Corps’ website 
at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/PublicNotices . 

Applicant’s Stated Purpose 

According to the applicant, the purpose of the proposed project is “to build and 
maintain continuous operation(s) of twelve (12) data center facilities to meet the current 
and future demands of data storage within the United States.” 

Project Description 

The proposed work consists of the construction of a data center campus in four 
phases and would include a total of twelve (12) data center buildings with dedicated 
equipment yards and a power corridor consisting of two substations with associated 
overhead power lines as well as access roads, an internal road network, parking, utilities, 
and thirteen (13) stormwater management facilities.  In detail, the proposed project would 
include five (5) piped crossings of tributaries (279 lf, 191 lf, 182 lf, 235 lf, and 278 lf) for 
internal roads as well as the fill of two tributary headwaters (288 lf and 1043 lf) and one 
open water (0.15 ac), which would be filled for internal roads, fill slopes, and building pads.  
Total proposed impacts to aquatic resources would include 2,496 linear feet of streams 
and 0.15 acre of open water. 

Avoidance and Minimization 

The applicant has stated that the proposed project will avoid and/or minimize 
impacts to the aquatic environment to the maximum extent practicable based on the 
applicant’s evaluation of the No Action Alternative and seven alternative sites, including 
the applicant’s preferred site, Additionally, the applicant evaluated three on-site 
configurations which included the applicant’s preferred configuration.  The applicant 
states that, “the applicant and design team considered a variety of alternatives that 
would avoid and minimize impacts to streams to the greatest extent practicable while 
satisfying the overall project purpose. Through a comprehensive analysis of both off-
site alternatives and on-site configurations, the applicant has been able to reduce the 
overall environmental impacts and demonstrate that the proposed site and design is the 
least environmentally damaging practicable alternative.”  The applicant further states 
that, “[a]ll development activities will be conducted using best management practices to 
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prevent incidental impacts to the remaining on-site aquatic resources.”  

Proposed Compensatory Mitigation 

The applicant has proposed to mitigate for impacts to wetlands and/or waters of the 
United States by purchasing 14501.7 stream credits from an approved mitigation bank.  
The applicant has submitted an out of service area request for the purchase of credits from 
Gregory’s Creek Mitigation Bank.  The applicant does not propose compensatory 
mitigation for the proposed open water impacts.  The applicant has proposed that the open 
water may not be subject to Corps regulation and has requested a currently pending 
approved jurisdictional determination on the open water. 

South Carolina Department Environmental Services 

The District Engineer has concluded that the discharges associated with this 
project, both direct and indirect, should be reviewed by the certifying authority, South 
Carolina Department of Environmental Services, in accordance with provisions of Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The CWA Section 401 Certification Rule (Certification 
Rule, 40 CFR 121), effective September 11, 2020, requires certification, or waiver, for any 
license or permit that authorizes an activity that may result in a discharge. The scope of a 
CWA Section 401 Certification is limited to assuring that a discharge from a Federally 
licensed or permitted activity will comply with water quality requirements. The applicant is 
responsible for requesting certification and providing required information to the certifying 
authority. In accordance with Certification Rule part 121.12, the Corps will notify the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator when it has received a Department of the 
Army (DA) permit application and the related certification. The Administrator is responsible 
for determining if the discharge may affect water quality in a neighboring jurisdiction. The 
DA permit may not be issued pending the conclusion of the Administrator’s determination 
of effects on neighboring jurisdictions. 

State review, permitting and certification is conducted by the South Carolina 
Department of Environmental Services. The District Engineer will not process this 
application to a conclusion until such certifications are received.  The applicant is hereby 
advised that supplemental information may be required by the State to facilitate the review.  

Essential Fish Habitat 

This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  Implementation of 
the proposed project would impact approximately 0.5 acre of freshwater stream bottom 
and open water well inland of estuarine substrates and emergent wetlands utilized by 
various life stages of species comprising the shrimp, and snapper-grouper management 
complexes. The District Engineer’s initial determination is that the proposed action 
would not have a substantial individual or cumulative adverse impact on EFH or 
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fisheries managed by the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The District Engineer’s final determination relative to 
project impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and 
coordination with the NMFS. 

Endangered Species 

Pursuant to the Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (as amended), 
the Corps has reviewed the proposed project and based on location and available 
information, including IPaC Project Code 2024-0071750 information, the following 
species have the potential to occur in the vicinity of the proposed work:  

Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf (Hexastylis naniflora) 
Schweinitz's Sunflower (Helianthus schweinitzii) 
Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus) Proposed Endangered 

Based on all information provided by the applicant and the most recent available 
information, the District Engineer has determined the following: 

The project will have no effect on Dwarf-flowered Heartleaf (Hexastylis naniflora) 
and will not result in the destruction or adverse modification of designated or proposed 
critical habitat.  

The project is not likely to adversely affect Schweinitz's Sunflower (Helianthus 
schweinitzii) or result in the destruction or adverse modification of designated or proposed 
critical habitat.  

Section 7(a)(4) of the ESA requires federal agencies to confer with the USFWS 
on any action that is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of proposed species or 
result in the destruction or adverse modification of proposed critical habitat. The 
proposed endangered Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus) may also be present within 
the project area. Because the southern portion of the tract has been recently cleared 
(2020) and because the Corps is not aware of any known roost trees nor hibernaculum 
on site, the Corps has determined that the proposed project is not likely to jeopardize 
the continued existence of the proposed species and conference with USFWS is not 
required. 

This public notice serves as a request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS project code: 2024-0071750) and the National Marine Fisheries Service for any 
additional information they may have on whether any listed or proposed endangered or 
threatened species or designated or proposed critical habitat may be present in the area 
which would be affected by the activity.  

Cultural Resources 
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Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), this 
public notice also constitutes a request to Indian Tribes to notify the District Engineer of 
any historic properties of religious and cultural significance to them that may be affected 
by the proposed undertaking.     

In accordance with Section 106 of the NHPA, the District Engineer has reviewed 
information submitted by the applicant and consulted South Carolina ArchSite (GIS), for 
the presence or absence of historic properties (as defined in 36 C.F.R. 800.16)(l)(1)), 
and has initially determined that no historic properties are present; therefore, there will 
be no effect on historic properties. To ensure that other historic properties that the 
District Engineer is not aware of are not overlooked, this public notice also serves as a 
request to the State Historic Preservation Office and any other interested parties to 
provide any information they may have with regard to historic properties.  This public 
notice serves as a request for concurrence within 30 days from the SHPO (and/or Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer). 

The District Engineer’s final eligibility and effect determination will be based upon 
coordination with the SHPO and/or THPO, as appropriate and required and with full 
consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on 
historic properties within the Corps-identified permit area. 

Corps’ Evaluation 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the 
probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public 
interest and will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean 
Water Act and, as appropriate, the criteria established under authority of Section 102 of 
the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended.  That decision 
will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. 
The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the project must be 
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant 
to the project will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic 
properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production and, in general, the needs and welfare of 
the people. A permit will be granted unless the District Engineer determines that it would 
be contrary to the public interest.  In cases of conflicting property rights, the Corps cannot 
undertake to adjudicate rival claims. 

Solicitation of Public Comment 

The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies 
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate 
the impacts of this activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to 
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determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this project.  To make 
this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest 
factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public 
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the activity.  Any person may 
request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public hearing 
be held to consider this application.  Requests for a public hearing shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 

Please submit comments in writing, identifying the project of interest by public
notice/file number (SAC-2023-00211), to Laura.M.Boos@usace.army.mil or the
following address: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN:  REGULATORY DIVISION 

1519 TAYLOR STREET 
COLUMBIA SC 29201 

If there are any questions concerning this public notice, please contact Laura M. 
Boos, Team Leader, at (803) 253-3444, or by email at Laura.M.Boos@usace.army.mil. 
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ALERT TO CONTRACTOR: CONFIRM WITH GEOTECH REPORT

ALERT TO CONTRACTOR: RETAINING WALLS

THE PRESENCE OF GROUNDWATER SHOULD BE ANTICIPATED ON THIS PROJECT. CONTRACTOR'S
BID SHALL INCLUDE CONSIDERATION FOR THIS ISSUE. WHEN PERFORMING GRADING OPERATIONS
DURING PERIODS OF WET WEATHER, PROVIDE ADEQUATE DEWATERING, DRAINAGE AND GROUND
WATER MANAGEMENT TO CONTROL MOISTURE OF SOILS.  REFER TO MASTER SITE SPECIFICATIONS.

RETAINING WALLS SHOWN SHALL BE DESIGNED AND BUILT BY THE CONTRACTOR. WALL DESIGNERS
SHALL PROVIDE SIGNED AND SEALED SHOP DRAWING FOR ALL RETAINING WALLS. WALLS SHALL BE
DESIGNED BY A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER. SIGNED AND SEALED CALCULATIONS FOR RETAINING
WALLS SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE WALL DESIGNER. THE ANALYSIS SHALL INCLUDE INTERNAL,
EXTERNAL, GLOBAL STABILITY, AND BEARING CAPACITY CALCULATIONS. THE WALL DESIGNER
SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SELECTING AND SPECIFYING THE APPROPRIATE REINFORCING FILL
MATERIALS, GEOGRID, AND OTHER WALL APPURTENANCES. THE DESIGN SHALL ADDRESS
HYDROSTATIC LOADING, SEISMIC LOADING, RAPID DRAWDOWN, SURCHARGE, AND BACKSLOPES
WHERE APPROPRIATE.

STORM WATER EASEMENTS

THE PURPOSE OF THE STORM DRAINAGE EASEMENT (SDE) IS TO PROVIDE STORM WATER
CONVEYANCE. BUILDINGS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE EASEMENT AREA. ANY OTHER OBJECTS
WHICH IMPEDE STORM WATER FLOW OR SYSTEM MAINTENANCE ARE ALSO PROHIBITED.

POST-CONSTRUCTION CONTROL MAINTENANCE EASEMENT (PCCE) WILL ALLOW THE COUNTY
THE ACCESS TO INSPECT, MONITOR, MAINTAIN, REPAIR OR RECONSTRUCT THE BMP FACILITIES.
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PROJECT.

SEE POWER CORRIDOR
PHASE
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SEE POWER

CORRIDOR PHASE

AREA NOT PART OF PROJECT.
SEE POWER CORRIDOR PHASE

EXISTING NEW HORIZON
(YORK COUNTY)

SUBSTATION. AREA NOT
PART OF PROJECT

END ROAD BARRIER

PROPOSED TOPOGRAPHIC LEGEND

PROPOSED STORM DRAINAGE LEGEND

2.0%

Y Y Y  TOP OF BANK

WATER SURFACE
ELEV.
 POND BOTTOM

>

LOD

HP HP HIGH POINT (GB)

LIMITS OF
DISTURBANCE

SWALE, DITCH,
CHANNEL OR
CENTERLINE

LP LP LOW POINT (GB)
ME ME MATCH EXISTING

PROPOSED
SLOPE GRADE

STORM DRAIN

TC: TOP OF CURB
BC: BOTTOM OF CURB
TP: TOP OF PAVEMENT
ME: MATCH EXISTING
HP: HIGH POINT
FFE: FINISHED FLOOR ELEV.

CB CATCH BASIN

DI DROP INLET

MH MANHOLE

FES FLARED END SECTION
CS OUTLET CONTROL STRUCTURE

D

JB-DI JUNCTION BOX - DI  DROP INLET

  RIPRAP

GRADE BREAK (GB) 450

449

PROPOSED
MAJOR CONTOUR

PROPOSED
MINOR CONTOUR

450

449

EXISTING
MAJOR CONTOUR

EXISTING
MINOR CONTOUR

3:1 PROPOSED
RUN / RISE GRADE

STR:C35-DI
RIM:767.79

D-CB CATCH BASIN DOUBLE

DRAINAGE CHANNEL

STREAM IMPACTS

GRADING NOTES:

1. REFER TO THE GENERAL NOTES SHEET FOR NOTES PERTAINING TO PAVING, GRADING,
ACCESSIBILITY, AND STORM DRAINAGE.

2. EXISTING AND PROPOSED GRADE CONTOURS INTERVALS SHOWN AT 1 FOOT.
3. ALL SPOT ELEVATIONS WITH FC: REPRESENTS THE FACE OF CURB AT THE GUTTER LINE. (ADD

0.50' FOR TOP OF CURB.)
4. ALL SPOT ELEVATIONS WITH TC: REPRESENTS THE TOP OF CURB ELEVATION. (SUBTRACT 0.50'

FOR PAVEMENT OR ELEVATION OF GUTTER AT CURB LINE.)
5. RIM: ELEVATIONS OF CATCH BASINS (CURB INLETS) EQUALS THE FLOW LINE OF THE GUTTER

PAN.  RIM ELEVATIONS OF DROP INLETS, MANHOLES, AND CLEANOUTS EQUALS THE CENTER OF
GRATE OR LID ELEVATION.

6. ALL STRUCTURES SHALL BE ADJUSTED AS NECESSARY TO BE FLUSH WITH FINAL PAVEMENT.
7. MANHOLES WITHIN NON PAVED AREAS SHALL BE 6" ABOVE ADJACENT GRADES. UNLESS

OTHERWISE SHOWN.
8. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE SMOOTH TRANSITION BETWEEN PROPOSED PAVEMENT AND

EXISTING PAVEMENT AND STORM STRUCTURES
9. DURING CONSTRUCTION AND AFTER FINAL GRADING, NO SURFACE WATER RUNOFF MAY BE

DIRECTED TO ADJACENT PROPERTIES, AND ALL SURFACE WATER RUNOFF MUST BE ROUTED
TO APPROVED DRAINAGE FACILITIES OR BE RETAINED ON SITE.  ALL RUNOFF FROM THE SITE,
BOTH DURING AND AFTER CONSTRUCTION, MUST BE FREE OF POLLUTANTS, INCLUDING
SEDIMENT, PRIOR TO DISCHARGE.

ADA COMPLIANCE:
A. CURB RAMPS ALONG PUBLIC STREETS AND IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY SHALL BE

CONSTRUCTED BASED ON THE CITY STANDARD CONSTRUCTION DETAILS AND SPECIFICATIONS.
B. PRIVATE CURB RAMPS ON THE SITE (I.E. OUTSIDE PUBLIC STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY) SHALL

CONFORM TO THE ADA STANDARDS FOR ACCESSIBLE DESIGN AND SHALL HAVE A DETECTABLE
WARNING SURFACE THAT IS FULL WIDTH OF THE CURB RAMP, NOT INCLUDING FLARES.

C. ALL ACCESSIBLE ROUTES, GENERAL SITE AND BUILDING ELEMENTS, RAMPS, CURB RAMPS,
STRIPING, AND PAVEMENT MARKINGS SHALL CONFORM TO ADA STANDARDS FOR ACCESSIBLE
DESIGN, LATEST EDITION.

D. ANY COMPONENTS OF THE PROJECT SERVING MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS IN BUILDINGS THAT
HAVE 4 OR MORE UNITS PER DWELLING SHALL ALSO CONFORM TO THE FAIR HOUSING ACT
(FHA), AND COMPLY WITH THE FAIR HOUSING ACT DESIGN MANUAL BY THE US DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.

E. BEFORE PLACING PAVEMENT, CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY THAT SUITABLE ACCESSIBLE
PEDESTRIAN ROUTES (PER ADA AND FHA) EXIST TO AND FROM EVERY DOOR AND ALONG
SIDEWALKS, ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES, ACCESS AISLES, AND ACCESSIBLE ROUTES. IN NO
CASE SHALL AN ACCESSIBLE RAMP SLOPE EXCEED 1 VERTICAL TO 12 HORIZONTAL. IN NO CASE
SHALL SIDEWALK CROSS SLOPE EXCEED 2.0 PERCENT. IN NO CASE SHALL LONGITUDINAL
SIDEWALK SLOPE EXCEED 5.0 PERCENT.  ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES AND ACCESS AISLES
SHALL NOT EXCEED 2.0 PERCENT SLOPE IN ANY DIRECTION.

F. CONTRACTOR SHALL TAKE FIELD SLOPE MEASUREMENTS ON FINISHED SUBGRADE AND FORM
BOARDS PRIOR TO PLACING PAVEMENT TO VERIFY THAT ACCESSIBLE SLOPE REQUIREMENTS
ARE PROVIDED.  CONTRACTOR SHALL CONTACT ENGINEER PRIOR TO PAVING IF ANY
EXCESSIVE SLOPES ARE ENCOUNTERED. NO CONTRACTOR CHANGE ORDERS WILL BE
ACCEPTED FOR ADA COMPLIANCE ISSUES.
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NOTE TO CONTRACTOR
CONTRACTOR TO FIELD VERIFY DEPTH AND PIPE MATERIAL OF EXISTING WATER LINE ON THE SITE BEFORE
CONSTRUCTION. PER YORK COUNTY STANDARDS, ALL WATER LINES MUST MAINTAIN A MINIMUM OF 3' OF
COVER. IF THIS REQUIREMENT CANNOT BE MET, IT WILL BE THE CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO
REPLACE THE EXISTING WATER LINE FOR THE WIDTH OF THE CONFLICT WITH DUCTILE IRON PIPE.
CONTRACTOR IS TOT TAKE SPECIAL CARE WHEN WORKING OVER THE EXISTING LINES. ANY DAMAGE TO
EXISTING UTILITIES AS A RESULT OF THE WORK ON THIS SITE IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
CONTRACTOR. A YORK COUNTY UTILITY INSPECTOR MUST BE ON SITE DURING FIELD VERIFICATION AND
FOR ANY GRADING OVER OUR EXISTING UTILITIES. PLEASE CALL 803-684-8571 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO
SCHEDULE THESE INSPECTIONS.

THE DEVELOPER OR PROPERTY OWNER HAS CONFIRMED
THROUGH A TITLE SEARCH AND A REVIEW OF THE HISTORIC
SURVEY OF YORK COUNTY MAINTAINED BY THE YORK COUNTY
CULTURAL AND HERITAGE COMMISSION STAFF THAT NO KNOWN
ABANDONED CEMETERIES EXIST ON THE PROPERTY.

BUFFER AREA SHALL NOT BE IMPACTED
WITHOUT PROPER PERMITS

No. 34857No. 348Noooo.. 3334448
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6" PVC UNDERDRAIN. INSTALL
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