JOINT
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
69A Hagood Avenue
Charleston, SC 29403-5107
and
THE S.C. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
Office of Environmental Quality Control
Water Quality Certification and Wetlands Programs Section
2600 Bull Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

REGULATORY DIVISION
Refer to: P/N SAC-2008-01333 REVISED July 8, 2016

Pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403), Sections 401 and
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), the South Carolina Coastal Zone Management Act
(48-39-10 et.seq.), and the S.C. Construction in Navigable Waters Permit Program (R. 19-450, et.
seq., 1976 S.C. Code of Laws, as amended), a revised application has been submitted to the
Department of the Army and the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control by

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P OBox 191
Columbia, South Carolina 29202

for a permit to place fill within wetlands adjacent to and within the following waters of the United
States and/or their tributaries in South Carolina;

NEWTON BAY, BEVERLY CREEK, COTTINGHAM CREEK, HAGINS PRONG, LITTLE REEDY
CREEK, THE GULLEY, MAIDENDOWN SWAMP, LITTLE SISTER BAY, BACK SWAMP, LITTLE
PEE DEE RIVER, BLACK CREEK, HANNAH BAY, LAKE SWAMP, RATTLESNAKE BRANCH,
LONG BRANCH, JOINER SWAMP, LOOSING SWAMP, WATERY BAY, MOSE SWAMP,
CHINNERS SWAMP, AND CROSS BRANCH

at various locations in Marlboro, Dillon, Marion, and Horry Counties (from Latitude 34.79250 N,
Longitude -79.66042 W (NAD83) to Latitude 33.93806 N, Longitude -79.06833 W (NADS83))
beginning at the NC/SC state line northeast of Bennettsville in Marlboro County and extending to its
intersection with SC 22 northwest of Conway, South Carolina.

In order to give all interested parties an opportunity to express their views
NOTICE
is hereby given that written statements regarding the proposed work will be received by the Corps

until
30 Days from the Date of this Notice,
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and SCDHEC will receive written statements regarding the proposed work until

30 Days from the Date of this Notice
from those interested in the activity and whose interests may be affected by the proposed work.
PLEASE NOTE: THE PROJECT WAS ORIGINALLY PLACED ON PUBLIC NOTICE ON
JANUARY 26, 2011. THE PROJECT HAS SINCE BEEN REVISED TO INCLUDE
MODIFICATIONS TO THE PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED WORK AND THE PROPOSED

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION PLAN. ONLY COMMENTS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO THIS
PUBLIC NOTICE WILL BE CONSIDERED.

The proposed work consists of the placement of fill to construct a new four lane Interstate
roadway approximately 75.3 miles, on new alignment. This project will also include the construction
of interchanges, over/underpasses, and improvements to existing roadways at the interchanges and
over/underpasses. The project would utilize a standard limited access interstate design with frontage
roads and entrance/exit ramps at interchanges, storm water facilities, grassed medians, shoulders,
guide rails, and barrier fences. In detail, the 1-73 project will include; permanent placement of fill
materials/structures in a total of 4,643 linear feet of stream and a total of 324.1 acres of other waters,
including wetlands. The impacts to wetlands include: 254.28 acres from fill, 48.67 acres from
temporary clearing, 16.75 acres from permanent clearing, and 4.4 acres from excavation. These
project impacts will occur within 17 separate streams, 139 separate wetlands, and 5 separate
ponds/impoundments.

The revised mitigation plan for the I-73 project will no longer include the Joiner Bay wetland
mitigation site and the Long Branch stream mitigation site. The proposed compensatory mitigation
plan consist of the permittee responsible mitigation site referred to as the “Gunter’s Island” site
located in Horry County, South Carolina. The proposed mitigation plan states that the Gunter’s
Island mitigation site is a large scale mitigation opportunity with regional importance based on a
watershed approach to protect water quality and aquatic resources. Gunter’s Island is a 6,134
acre tract on the east side of the Little Pee Dee River approximately four miles north of the US 378
crossing of the Little Pee Dee River. Based upon information provided by the applicant, this tract
contains 89,836 linear feet of tributaries, 4,583 acres of wetlands, and includes an eleven mile long
corridor along the east side of Little Pee Dee River. The applicant is proposing to purchase and
preserve this tract (including an intact Carolina Bay) and conduct enhancement activities by the
replacing/removing existing culverts/bridges/roads, stabilizing stream banks, and supplemental
planting along floodplains within wetlands and buffers. The applicant indicates that preservation of
this tract will prevent habitat fragmentation caused by land conversion from typical agricultural
practices to non-traditional uses, development, and poor land management practices. The long
term steward of this site will be the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (for
management and inclusion into the Heritage Trust Program).

According to the application, the project purpose is to provide an interstate link between the I-73/I-
74 Corridor in North Carolina to the Myrtle Beach region in South Carolina, to serve residents,
businesses, and travelers while fulfilling congressional intent in an environmentally sensitive
manner. The I-73 primary needs are to provide system linkage and to enhance economic
development. The I-73 project will improve national and regional connectivity by providing a link
between the 1-73/I-74 National Corridor and the Myrtle Beach region. In addition, the project will
help enhance economic development opportunities and tourism in northeastern South Carolina.
According to revised application, the secondary needs differ between 1-73 North and 1-73 South,
with the secondary needs of I-73 North being to improve access for tourism into the area, increase
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safety on existing roads, and multimodal planning if future light rail were to go through the area.
The secondary needs for I-73 South include facilitating hurricane evacuation from the coast,
relieving local traffic congestion, and multimodal planning.

As detailed in the Environmental Impacts Studies for both the northern 1-73 corridor and the
southern 1-73 corridor, the applicant has considered numerous roadway corridor location
alternatives for this project. These alternatives were evaluated based upon their impact to the
human and natural environment, input received from public, and input from various agencies. The
evaluation of this information led the applicant to their determination of which alternative roadway
corridor location would meet the established project purpose and need while minimizing impacts to
both the human and natural environment. The roadway corridor depicted on plans associated with
this Public Notice include the applicant’s preferred alternative alignment and location for both the
northern and southern corridors

Additional source of information: Project maps, the Environmental Impact Study for both
northern corridor and southern corridor which include roadway corridor alternative development
and selection, right-of-way plans, and additional permitting information can be viewed at the I-73
website (www.i73inSC.com).

The District Engineer has concluded that the discharges associated with this project, both
direct and indirect, should be reviewed by the South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control in accordance with provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. As
such, this notice constitutes a request, on behalf of the applicant, for certification that this project
will comply with applicable effluent limitations and water quality standards. The work shown on this
application must also be certified as consistent with applicable provisions of the Coastal Zone
Management Program (15 CFR 930). This activity may also require evaluation for compliance
with the S. C. Construction in Navigable Waters Permit Program. State review, permitting and
certification is conducted by the S. C. Department of Health and Environmental Control. The
District Engineer will not process this application to a conclusion until such certifications are
received. The applicant is hereby advised that supplemental information may be required by the
State to facilitate the review.

This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Implementation of the
proposed project would impact a total of 324.1 acres of freshwater habitat upstream of estuarine
substrates and emergent wetlands utilized by various life stages of species comprising the
shrimp, and snapper-grouper management complexes. The District Engineer’s initial
determination is that the proposed action would not have a substantial individual or cumulative
adverse impact on EFH or fisheries managed by the South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The District Engineer’s final
determination relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to
review by and coordination with the NMFS.

Pursuant to the Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (as amended), the
applicant has provided a protected species survey for the property associated with the activity
described above. Based upon this report, the District Engineer has determined that the project is
not likely to adversely affect any Federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species or result
in the destruction or adverse modification of designated or proposed critical habitat. Specifically,
this project may but is not likely to affect the Kirkland’s warbler, Shortnose sturgeon, and the
Atlantic sturgeon. This public notice serves as a request for written concurrence from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and/or the National Marine Fisheries Service on this determination.
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Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), this public notice
also constitutes a request to Indian Tribes to notify the District Engineer of any historic properties of
religious and cultural significance to them that may be affected by the proposed undertaking.

In accordance with Section 106 of the NHPA, the District Engineer has consulted South
Carolina ArchSite (GIS), for the presence or absence of historic properties (as defined in 36
C.F.R. 800.16)(I)(1)), and has initially determined that a historic property is present, and will be
affected. This determination is based upon the information the applicant has provided on a
historic/Section 4(f) property, the Beauty Spot Motorcourt Office, the Section 4(f) evaluation, and
the Memorandum of Agreement between SCDOT and SHPO related to this effect. To ensure
that other historic properties that the District Engineer is not aware of are not overlooked, this
public notice also serves as a request to the State Historic Preservation Office and other
interested parties to provide any information they may have with regard to historic properties.
This public notice serves as a request for concurrence within 30 days from the SHPO (and/or
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer).

The District Engineer’s final eligibility and effect determination will be based upon
coordination with the SHPO and/or THPO, as appropriate and required and with full
consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on historic
properties within the Corps-identified permit area.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that
a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a public hearing shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable
impact including cumulative impacts of the activity on the public interest and will include application
of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), under
authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act. That decision will reflect the national concern
for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be
expected to accrue from the project must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the project will be considered including the
cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood
plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production and, in general, the
needs and welfare of the people. A permit will be granted unless the District Engineer determines
that it would be contrary to the public interest. In cases of conflicting property rights, the Corps
cannot undertake to adjudicate rival claims.

The Corps is soliciting comments from the public, Federal, state, and local agencies and
officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of
this activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to
issue, madify, condition or deny a permit for this project. To make this decision, comments are
used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments will be used in
the preparation of the Corps Record of Decision related to the Corps issuance or denial of the
Department of Army permit. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing
and to determine the overall public interest of the activity.
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If there are any questions concerning this public notice or you have written comments
regarding this project, please contact Stephen A. Brumagin, Project Manager, at 803-253-3444
or by mail;

US Army Corps of Engineers
Charleston District, Columbia Field Office
1835 Assembly Street, Suite 865 B-1
Columbia, SC 29201.
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GENERALNOTES

NOTES:
(1) THE PORTION OF THE ALIGNMENT IN NORTH CAROLINA WILL BE PERMITTED BY NCDOT THROUGH THE USACE WILMINGTON DISTRICT.

(2) WATERS OF THE U.S. ARE DESIGNATED BY THE FIRST LETTER OF THE COUNTY AND A NUMERIC DESIGNATION ON THE FOLLOWING SHEETS.
FOR EXAMPLE "D 1" INDICATES DILLON COUNTY AND AREA NUMBER 1. (ML= MARLBORO COUNTY; D = DILLON COUNTY; M= MARION COUNTY;
H=HORRY COUNTY). '

(3) CHANNELS WHICH HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED ON SCDNR'S DATA LAYER AS STREAMS ARE INDICATED BY "SCDNR XX" WHERE XX EQUALS THE
STREAM NUMBER ASSIGNED DURING THE WETLAND DELINEATION.

(4) WETLAND BOUNDARIES BEYOND THE CORRIDOR LIMITS HAVE NOT BEEN VERIFIED BY THE USACE. WHERE JURISDICTIONAL FEATURES EXTEND
OUTSIDE THE CORRIDOR, THE APPROXIMATE LOCATION AND DIRECTION ARE SHOWN BY ARROWS AT THE CORRIDOR LIMITS.

(5) SURVEYED TOPOGRAPHIC DATA WAS NOT AVAILABLE IN THE PORTION OF THE ALIGNMENT NORTH OF [-95; THEREFORE, THE ROADWAY WAS
DESIGNED USING USGS DIGITAL ELEVATION MAPPING (DEM) TO SET THE ELEVATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION LIMITS. THE ESTIMATED ACCURACY

OF THE MAPPING IS +/- 10 FEET.
(6) SURVEYED TOPOGRAPHIC DATA WAS AVAILABLE AND USED TO DESIGN THE PORTION OF THE ALIGNMENT FROM 1-856 SOUTH TO SC 22.

(7) FINAL HYDROLOGIC STUDIES HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETED FOR THE PORTION OF THE ALIGNMENT NORTH OF /-85, THEREFORE PIPE SIZES

ARE NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME. PRIOR TO BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION ON THIS PORTION OF THE ALIGNMENT, FINAL HYDROLOGIC STUDIES WILL
BE COMPLETED AND PROPERLY SIZED PIPES AND/OR CULVERTS WILL BE INSTALLED AT STREAM AND WETLAND CROSSINGS TO MAINTAIN HISTORIC
HYDROLOGIC CONNECTIONS.

(8) FINAL HYDROLOGIC STUDIES WERE COMPLETED FOR THE ALIGNMENT SOUTH OF 1-95 AND CROSS PIPES AND/OR CULVERTS ARE INDICATED
ON THE PERMIT DRAWINGS.

PIN 36358_RD01
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MARLBORO, DILLON, MARION AND
HORRY COUNTIES, S.C.
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PROPOSED INTERSTATE 73
MARLBORO, DILLON, MARION AND
HORRY COUNTIES, S.C.
APPLICATION BY SCDOT
FEDERAL FUNDS TO BE USED
DATE: 06/06/20/6
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HIZZ
09 ACRES FliL
054 ACRES TEMP.CLEAR

NOTE:
Wetlond bounderles bayond corrfdor fimits
hova not been verlfled by the USACE.

LEGEND
THW - TRADITIONALLY NAVIGABLE WATER
RAW = RELATIVELY PERMANENT WATER
NRFW = NON-RELATIVELY PERMANENT WATER
— Wetlands — - LENOTES WETLAND LIMRTS
— ~=— — - DENGTES CONSTRUCTION LIMITS

- DENCTES PROPERTY LINE

N - DENOTES FiLL
4.
3 - DENCTES TEUP. CLEAR

* 1| - DENOTYES PERM. CLEAR

- DENOTES EXCAVATION
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